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Germany's Gorgeous Black Forest Named 

UNESCO Biosphere Reserve  
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UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Programme gives biosphere reserve status to locations that 

are great examples of balanced relationships between people and their environment, where 

economic development is carefully linked to stewardship of the ecosystem. 

Last week, the program added 23 new sites to its list of biosphere reserves, and among them is an 

area that has that balance down to an art: Germany’s Black Forest. 

This biosphere reserve encompasses more than156,400 acres and includes mountain ranges, 

forests, moors and hay meadows. It’s also home to 38,000 people and a rich cultural heritage — 

home of the cuckoo clock and the inspiration for the Brothers Grimm fairytales. According to 

Fodors, the Black Forest is one of the most visited mountain ranges in Europe, proving a key 

element of the designation. 

Here’s how Black Forest Tourism explains it: 

https://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/blogs/Germany-black-forest-unesco-biosphere-reserve
http://www.fodors.com/world/europe/germany/the-black-forest/travel-tips/when-to-go-110013860
http://www.blackforest-tourism.com/presse/Press-Releases/Press-Releases/Biosphere-National-Park-natural-preserves
https://media.mnn.com/assets/images/2017/06/black-forest-sun-in-trees.jpg
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The Black Forest National Park, which opened two years ago, covers an area of over 

100 km². Both have the aim of conserving animals and nature in general. Whilst the 

National Park focuses on nature, the biosphere reserve centres around the traditional 

cultural landscape that has been created by humans. Seventy-five percent of the land 

in the National Park is not used by humans; whereas this figure stands at just three 

percent in the biosphere reserve. The new biosphere reserve is intended to highlight 

how activities in the fields of the economy, settlement activity and tourism can be 

brought in tune with the needs of nature and farming, and can be developed in a 

sustainable way in the future. 

According to UNESCO, there are now 669 sites in 120 countries in the network of places that 

want to sustainably balance human needs with the needs of the local flora and fauna. 
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