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Receding Reefs: Understanding and
Protecting our Coral Ecosystems
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Coral reefs

cover less than 0.2% of

our oceans but contain They're second only to
25% of the world's rainforests in

marine fish species biodiversity of species



https://www.fix.com/blog/saving-our-receding-coral-reefs/
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Protect shorelines from erosion

Coral reefs

@ 4,000 . 800 millions
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Provide food for many Viafishing and tourism, are a
coastal communities source of income for many people

$30 billion
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Many drugs are being developed from
coral reef animals and plants for:
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Coral reefs are large
underwater structures
made of coral skeletons
Corals are marine
invertebrate animals
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Hundreds of different species of cora

Pillar coral
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The coral species that
build reefs are known as

hermatypic or
hard corals

Each individual coral
iscalled a

polyp
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Calcium carbonate,

Soft corals

exoskeletons of
former polyps.
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Western Atlantic and Indo-Pacific oceans

Western Atlantic coral reefs include: ) i
® The Indo-Pacific ocean region extends

from the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf
through the Indian and Pacific oceans to the

Bermuda western coast of Panama

The Bahamas
The Caribbean Islands

Belize

Florida ® Corals grow in some areas of the
Gulf of California

The Gulf of Mexico
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Tropical storms

Earthquakes

Crown of Thorns (Starfish)
predator outbreaks
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Manmade Impacts

OOW

Such as dynamite As aresult of deforestation
ting and poisons and poor land use
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CLIMATE'S CONIRIBUAE TON
to Coral's Demise
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As temperatures
Climate change is one of rise, mass bleaching
the greatest global threats and infectious disease
to coral reef ecosystems outbreaks are expected
to expand, increasing
coral mortality

The global ocean
temperature has risen
by 0.81°C (1.46°F) more frequent and
above the 20th century “°"" severebleaching
average of 15.9°C

(60.6°F)
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temperature, light,
or nutrients, turn completely white

Precipitation from storms Runoff can carry pollutants

Overexposure to sunlight Exposure to air during extreme low tides

U.S.lost half of its damage was greater

coral reefs




Shared by MatterofTrust.org, 05/10/2016
Celebrate Positive Environmental News with Us!

® > >m
— . L ]

HOW YOU CA
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Practice safe and responsible diving Don’t purchase items made from coral
and snorkeling or other threatened marine life such as:

Practice water conservation Volunteer for a reef cleanup

Join an environmental organization
that supports marine ecosystems

11 of 12



Shared by MatterofTrust.org, 05/10/2016 12 of 12
Celebrate Positive Environmental News with Us!

Coral reefs

help protect them for years to come.

L

defenders.org panda.org coralreefnoaa.gov reefball.org livescience.com

oceanservice.noaa.gov mesfiji.org rjd.miami.edu nature.org nede.noaa.gov
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