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Celebrate Positive Environmental News with Us! 

Landfill Harmonic  

Source: landfillharmonicmovie.com 

Published: June 30, 2015 

Landfill harmonic follows the Recycled Orchestra of Cateura, a paraguayan musical youth group 

of kids that live next to one of South America’s largest landfills. 

This unlikely orchestra plays music from instruments made entirely out of garbage. 

When their story goes viral, the orchestra is catapulted into the global spotlight. With the 

guidance of their music director, they must navigate this new world of arenas and sold out 

concerts. 

However, when a natural disaster devastates their community, the orchestra provides a source of 

hope for the town. The film is a testament to the transformative power of music and the 

resilience of the human spirit. 

The story develops in one of the poorest slums in Latin America. Just outside Asuncion, 

Paraguayans capital; Cateura is the city’s trash dump.  It is built on a landfill. Here, people live 

in a sea of garbage. And they live from garbage. Every day, tons of rotting detritus spill from 

trucks and people swarm over it to pick the pieces of trash that are their livelihood. 

The people of Cateura may be the poorest of the poor but they are proud and the life of their 

slum is vibrant. Family bonds, rivalries and friendships are intense. 

Surrounded by stories of drug-violence, alcoholism and destitution, they make herculean efforts 

to reaffirm their life and dignity. 

A few years ago, one of the garbage pickers, “Cola”, an untutored genius of the slum, got 

together with local musician Favio Chávez to make instruments for the children of the slum. 

There was no money for real instruments so together they started to make instruments from trash 

– violins and cellos from oil drums, flutes from water pipes and spoons, guitars from packing 

crates. 

With children like Ada and Tania and with the support of many in the slum, Favio slowly put 

together one of the world’s most unlikely orchestras.  It is entirely made of garbage.  They call it 

“The Recycled Orchestra of Cateura”.

 

http://www.landfillharmonicmovie.com/hellow

