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Revolutionary Honey Harvesting Beehive 

Crowdsources $2 Million in First Day 

Source: ecowatch.com 

Published: February 23, 2015 

 

Cedar and Stuart Anderson share their excitement at the low-fuss system of honey-harvesting they invented. Photo 

credit: Flow 

 

Anastasia Pantsios  

Father and son beekeepers from Bryon Bay, Australia—Stuart and Cedar Anderson—boast that 

they have created “a revolutionary beehive invention allowing you to harvest honey without 

opening the hive and with minimal disturbance to the bees.” They say, “Flow is the most 

significant invention in beekeeping since 1852.” And, apparently Stuart and Cedar Anderson are 

far from the only people that think so. 

A lot of beekeepers have been looking at and sharing the Andersons' Indiegogo page, 

which launched on Feb. 22. In the first day, the campaign blasted past its $70,000 goal by more 

than 25 times, raising more than $2 million from more than 5,000 funders. It runs through April 

5, so it's staggering to think how much it will eventually raise. The Andersons are already talking 

about adding manufacturing facilities in America to bring down shipping costs to the U.S. and 

Europe. They've got pledges from the U.S., the UK, France, Croatia, the Phillippines, Thailand 

and Abu Dhabi.  

"I’ve wanted to raise bees for some time, but was overwhelmed by the extraction process and 

equipment required," Dale Rottschafer posted on the Flow Indiogogo page. "Thank you for 

removing that hurdle. Full steam ahead!"  

"Parsons’ Gold Apiaries here in northwestern OH, USA are super excited over the creation of 

this Flow Hive!" posted Deborah Kauble Wright Parsons. "My husband and I have talked about 

this creation and wished there was such a thing."  

http://ecowatch.com/2015/02/23/flow-crowdsources-2-million-first-day/
https://www.ecowatch.com/u/anastasia_pantsios
http://ecowatch.com/2014/10/01/honey-healthy/
http://www.honeyflow.com/
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/flow-hive-honey-on-tap-directly-from-your-beehive
http://matteroftrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/beehive.jpg
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Click here to watch “Flow™ Hive Full Reveal [Original crowdfunding video 2015]”: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbMV9qYIXqM 

What is it that's got so many people so excited? The Andersons point out that beekeeping and 

honey-harvesting has typically been a labor-intensive activity.  

"Harvesting your honey used to be a real labour of love," they say. "First you had to protect 

yourself from stings; Fire up a smoker to sedate the bees; Crack the hive open; Lift heavy 

boxes; Pull out the frames, trying not to squash bees; Brush the bees off the combs, or use a leaf 

blower; Transport the frames to a processing shed; Cut the wax capping off each frame with a 

heated knife or automatic uncapping machine; Put them in an extractor to spin out the 

honey; Filter out all the wax and dead bees; Clean up all the mess."  

A beehive contains frames in which bees make wax honeycombs and fill them with honey. In a 

standard hive, the frames have to be removed to collect the honey. Flow comes with partly 

formed honeycomb cells on which the bees build and in which they deposit the honey. Flow then 

cuts through the cells to allow the honey to flow out of the hive through a tap. The bees quickly 

rebuild the cut cells. Not cutting the honeycombs by hand means less wax in the honey. And 

being able to extract it so easily means that it's easier to keep up with the bees' rate of production 

and harvest more honey. One intriguing aspect of the Flow frames: they have clear end frames so 

you can not only see when the frames are full of honey, but you can watch the bees making it.  

"This also allows you to keep an eye on the strength of the hive," say the Andersons. "You will 

naturally develop a close relationship to your bees."  

The Indiegogo campaign offers a "light" option of three or four Flow frames to go between the 

traditional frames of an existing hive; a Flow "superframe" to replace all the current frames in 

the hive; or a complete hive fitted with Flow frames, lacking only the bees to get started. They've 

sold more than 250 of the complete hives at  $600 a piece.  

 

Flow allows beekeepers to collect honey without even opening the hive. Photo credit: Flow 

The Andersons have built and tested prototypes and shared them with other beekeepers in order 

to work out any glitches in the system prior to launching the Indiegogo campaign.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbMV9qYIXqM
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"The bees took to it quite quickly and filled the box in a couple of weeks," said Australian 

beekeeper Michael Howes. "The honey comes out clean, no filtering needed. The bees remove 

the caps off the comb and start filling it again. Great system.  I’ve seen this working and I would 

recommend it.”  

Explaining their connection to bees and why they spent more than three years developing this 

new system of honey harvesting, the Andersons say, "Beekeepers and bees have a special 

symbiotic relationship that goes back thousands of years. We have literally evolved together. We 

care for them, they pollinate our crops and of course make lots of delicious honey. Without the 

bees we may not be able to sustain human life as we know it, and without the beekeepers we 

wouldn’t have enough bees. In this modern world of limited natural habitat, beekeepers have 

become vital carers of bee colonies. We hope Flow hive will encourage thousands more people 

to become passionate carers and advocates of bees and become more aware of the threats facing 

not only bees but the matrix of life."  

 

http://www.honeyflow.com/
http://www.honeyflow.com/
http://ecowatch.com/2014/06/23/obama-task-force-protect-honey-bees-pollinators/
http://ecowatch.com/2014/10/01/honey-healthy/

