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Tiny Cardboard Battery Charges Your 

Smartphone  

Source: fastcompany.com 
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 By John Brownlee 

Having trouble keeping your smartphone charged throughout the day? Designer Tsung Chih-

Hsien has created a Red Dot Design Award-winning concept for a tiny cardboard capsule that 

could juice up your phone. It’s called the Mini Power. You just choose how much battery time 

you need—two, four, or six hours—plug it in, then recycle it later. 

Tsung’s biodegradable design, which he also envisions being purchased at convenience stores, 

eschews the plastic of most disposable batteries, which not only makes the case a little more 

environmentally friendly, but also saves on packaging. Since each Mini Power battery can just be 

broken off a perforated sheet, you could potentially buy them in bulk that way. 

Disposable smartphone batteries aren’t a new idea. They’re especially prominent in Asia. 

Japanese convenience stores, for example, have been selling disposable batteries by the truckload 

for years. But these batteries tend to be environmentally unfriendly, not just because of the 

lithium ion batteries inside them, but because they come in plastic casings. 

https://www.fastcompany.com/3038609/this-tiny-cardboard-battery-is-like-a-vitamin-for-your-smartphone
https://www.fastcompany.com/user/john-brownlee
http://www.fastcodesign.com/technology/smartphone
http://www.fastcompany.com/person/tsung-chih-hsien
http://www.fastcompany.com/person/tsung-chih-hsien
http://www.red-dot.sg/en/online-exhibition/concept/?code=1269&y=2014&c=17&a=0
http://www.alibaba.com/showroom/disposable-phone-charger.html
http://matteroftrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/mini_power.jpg
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There’s still the problem of the tiny battery inside each capsule, but Tsung imagines it would be 

recycled at the same convenience store you bought your Mini Power from. Drop one off, pick up 

a new one; rinse and repeat. 

Disposable smartphone batteries are never going to be as good of an option as an external, 

rechargeable battery pack, but as Tsung’s elegant concept shows, good design can do a lot to 

strip many of their evils away, while making them more attractive to consumers to boot. 

[h/t: Design Taxi] 

 

http://designtaxi.com/news/370693/This-Tiny-Ultra-Portable-Charger-Gives-You-Small-Doses-Of-Power-On-The-Go/?interstital_shown=1

