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World’s Largest Solar Power Plant Is Now in 

Operation  
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Originally published on Solar Love. 

Did you hear about the largest solar power plant in the world and how it is now producing 

electricity? Did it make the nightly broadcast news? 

Probably not, but Solyndra was all over the news media for a while. There’s a blatant lack of 

coverage for solar success stories, so it wouldn’t be surprising if most people aren’t hearing 

about them. California’s Topaz project is the largest solar power plant in the world with a 550 

MW capacity, and it is now in full operation. It is located in San Luis Obispo County and has 

9 million solar panels. Construction began just two years ago. 

The electricity produced by the plant will be purchased by Pacific Gas and Electric. The solar 

panels were manufactured by First Solar and the project was developed by First Solar. 

SEIA says about 200 homes in California are powered for each MW of solar power capacity. So, 

for a 550 MW solar plant, about 110,000 homes could be powered when the sun is shining. First 

Solar has said this figure could be 160,000 homes in the case of Topaz. 

http://cleantechnica.com/2014/12/02/worlds-largest-solar-power-plant-now-operation/
https://cleantechnica.com/author/jakerichardson/
http://solarlove.org/largest-solar-plant-world-now-operating/
http://www.firstsolar.com/en/about-us/projects/topaz-solar-farm
http://phys.org/news/2014-11-world-largest-solar-farm-california.html
http://www.seia.org/policy/solar-technology/photovoltaic-solar-electric/whats-megawatt
http://www.firstsolar.com/en/about-us/projects/topaz-solar-farm
http://www.firstsolar.com/en/about-us/projects/topaz-solar-farm
http://matteroftrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/topazsolar-e1417464045571.jpg


Shared by MatterofTrust.org, 12/03/2014  2 of 2 
Celebrate Positive Environmental News with Us! 

The San Luis Obispo county population is about 276,000. It might turn out that the majority of 

this population could be powered by a single solar power plant. 

Energy storage is a growing field, so it eventually might be that excess electricity generated by 

solar power could be stored for nighttime use and for overcast days, extending the impact of 

Topaz even further. 

Using the electricity created by this huge solar plant rather than fossil fuels will prevent the 

generation of about 377,000 tons of CO2 annually. It will also not produce harmful air pollution 

the way coal power plants do. 

About 400 construction jobs were created during the construction phase and up to $400,000 in 

property taxes each year will be paid by the project owners. That’s a big boost to the local area. 

There is far too much negative or misleading press about solar power. If you like solar power and 

want people to know about this great news, please consider sharing this article. 
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